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Identification Notes CATEGORY: BIRD

for wildlife law enforcement
Scienti~i. Namds: Gallifonnes

~ commonName/s:galliforms

Recognizing the wing flight feathers of llwkey and Peafowl

The large wing flight feathers of Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) and Indian Peafowl (Pavo
cristatus) are used as adornment to crafts, often as substitutes for eagle feathers. These
galliform feathers maybe confused with the flight feathers of swans, cranes, herons,
pelicans, and raptors.

Close examination will distinguish Turkey and Peafowl feathers from the feathers of
protected species. The following three characteristics are apparent on the wing flight
feathers of Turkey and Peafowl and are visible whether the feather is natural (white or
patterned) or dyed.

1) The feathers are highly cambered.

turkey

eagle

3) The undersurface of the rachis on galliform feathers has a strongly
——
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